Ap’proved For Release 2001/09/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500490331-8

—

U.S. Officials Only
CONF'IDEITIAL

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT  25X1A

COUNTRY  USSR/International

Reported Lifting of Long-Renge Radio Telzyphons Restric-
SUBJECT  tions on Contect with US Amateur Radio Operators /Use
of English Language for Call Identification within the

USSR/Correlat DXers and Regional Activitiss
PLACE ACOUIRED/ T - - ton of DXer g vt

25X1A

(BY souRrce)

DATE ACQUIRED
(8Y SOuRcCE)

[ [
DATE DISTR. /2. MAY S5

DATE iof inFo.) )
NO. OF PAGES 2

4 THIS DOCUMIMT COWTAINS IMFORMATION ASFLGTING Tod NATLGNAL DEFfrnsCl
OF \THi LMITED STATES. ®ITHIN THE MEANING ©F ToTLE 8. SLCTIORS 703

BAND. 794, OF THE L.5. CODE. A% AMENDID. 174 THANSMISSION OR N vE. |

NO. OF ENCLS.

LATION OF 1TSS CONTINTS TO OR ASCELIPT ay AW UNAUTHOAI(ED PENSON 15
S CRE AT S ’ b ; SUPP. TO
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED 1t4FORMAT {ON REPORT NO.

25X1X

1. T a meeting L’in the U3/ of loag-distance radio telephone operators [ﬁ'Xergj very

25X1X recently, grapevine rumor which had come to the artention of mest of us separately
wvas confirmed by jolvt discussici. and = general comparison of

25X1X notes. In May 1554, the USSR is going tc lift thair reutrictions on long-distance

25X1X radio and radioc telephone communication by Soviet "hams" with those in the western
world, particularly =t S he” ewact chanrel for this in-

formation, but ceurred in the following seneral manner. DXers
throughout the world have a strong common bord of technical interest and rersonality
characteristics. To an extent at least, there s slways au interest not only in
accomplishing as many successful contacts as s tle by »adio or redio-telephone
(as the case may be), but in rassing on infcermatidn peritirent to the-technicel
improvement or gereral op.raticn of this world-wide n * amateur radio enthusiasts.
With this motivation, some "ham" wilhin the USSR advised some other "ham" in
Czechoslovakia or another Iron Curtain country ths! the Soviet ban or contact
with the West and the US is scheduled to be ralaxsd in May /19547. The "ham" in
25X1X a satellite in turn passed the Information on to somewoe in theiiest, and the

news was spread rapidly to more and more long-dis adlc perators.
[Collector's Note: | b:iieves he might be ac2 at leest one
successive channel for this information back to furtain Setelllite source,
but not back to an criginsl operator in the 18 :

2. TFor some years, of course, USSR DXers have been cormant ceting within the USSR,
during contests, i the English language. Tuis 1= oot a surprising as it may seem
to the uninitiaied. The Soviet amateur Long-distance © telaphone enthusiast
1s very much like his cpposite number in any other oo , in that he regards
international contests as a "giant, king-size gus y cn deTirately separates
the men from the boys. The technilcal capabilitsy of « rspecialists and their
equipment 1is nowhere better tested than in the larly held international
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contests to see how many different countries can be contacted in a given time
interval., (It is not unlike the Purposes underlying, and the results achieved

from the: Indianapolis- 500-mile race in the US automotive world). Accordingly,

8lnce the Soviet Government has told their amateurs that they cannot talk with

US hams, the Soviet amateurs have set vp theilr own long-distance contests +rithin

the Soviet orbit. Since the. objective of these contests is to contact as many o,
different areas as possible, speed is of the essence and conversations are kept

to the minimum required for adequate identificacion, records vhich can be officially
confirmed, etc. Since Soviet DXers are accustomed to quick communication in English
from previous contests before the ban, they have continued to intercommunicate

English within the USSR and Soviet orbit. 25X1X
these conversations have been limited to ldentirication by code symbols; ~omments
relative ftc signal strength, clarity of reception, ete; and perhaps a first neme
conversational identification. never heard any additional coaver-
sational' comments or remarks of possible. intellimence value. If the Soviet DXers -
are following the published internetional lists of station call numbers and their
location, then the geographicel location of most of their stations is known. If
they chose to confuse call numbers and the published location of stations, this
would be ;difficult or impossible for hams to spot frum the US, since it would
require more precise direction-finding antennae than is available to the ordinary

DXer.

Interestingly, it is known that there is a definite correlation between the number
of DXers or high-powered radio stations in an ares and the technical "goings on"
within ‘that area. A correlation curve can in fact ve developed between the location
of such stations and the presence of activities requiring engineers, .electronics
specialists, and physicists -< for these are the spedlalists most active in amatenr
long-range radio-telephone communication. Since the operation of these stations
calls for a good deal of technical capability and equipnment, this fact in itself
demonstrates a high level of capehility on the part o' the cperator. And since :
"nam" activities are normally ex‘r.ra-curricula-r) the cpexator 1s of course utilizing. )
his professlonal capabilities somevhere nearby. To illustrate, in OL5-LT, I 25X1X
B (vithout any checking with other DX operators) noted a considerable number

of new OQ-5 prefixes, indicating the establishment of €ive .or six new DX stations

in the Leopoldville area of the Belgian Congo. Xnowing of the correlation between

DX station operators and industrial or technical research ectivities, 1t was of .
course easy to quickly spot the general ‘degree o activity and the importance of

the mining of fissiorable materials somewhere ncar Leopoldvilile, 25X1X )
there is no reason why this general correlation is not equally true for the USER.

The transfer of purticular stations and cperators from one Area +to another, or their
concentration would seem to me to have definite fmpilea rlons, as a cause for

intelligence curiosity and purhaps also as a partial :ontirmeticn of- other in-

conclusiwve indicators or rumors. .

The reporzed rclaxation of the Soviet ban on DX communi.niion with the US in the
near future, may aloo, of course, have some military, wr ., or even intelligence
significance. well Imown fact that in the US, the
military services are the "hames'" best friend. Ve .ot for their recognition

ime (training-and technical

e for annteur use would

catinr agencies, re-

al ccommunications companies
theveror:, [N  25X1X

ng oL tne han, perhaps

Gevea desirable by the

of the wartime (auxiliary communication net) and e
development) importance of "hams", the fraquenc!t
long ago have been taken away by the governme
sponding to pressure exerted through Tongress
who would. like to have the emateur frequencies
if the Soviet military services are involwved in
wishing To further develo . the sam: type of benerit: |
U3 military services. .
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